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House of Burgess: UK gives EU 
notice 


Brexit triggers Article 50 for 1st time 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


Making good on the results of last year’s so-called “Brexit” vote, Article 50 
of the Treaty on European Union was invoked for the first time in history 
March 29 by the United Kingdom. The UK will no longer be a part of the EU 


in exactly two year’s time. 


This impending split has reignited long-simmering passions in Scotland. 


“Scottish lawmakers backed plans by the nationalist government in 
Edinburgh to pursue a second independence referendum,” reported 
Bloomberg’s Rodney Jefferson on March 28. “Parliament voted 69 to 59 to 
allow First Minister Nicola Sturgeon to request the legal means from the 


UK authorities to hold the plebiscite by spring 2019.” 


British Prime Minister Teresa May wasted no time rejecting this proposal, 
but don’t expect the dream of Scottish independence to go away anytime 


soon. 


Uy 


As I wrote in my Sept. 17, 2014 column, “Scots could disunite the kingdom,’ 
the more than 4 million Scottish voters age 16 and older were asked, 
“Should Scotland be an independent country?” Since 1603, Scotland has 
been ruled under the same monarch as England. The blessed union was 
made official in 1707, when the Kingdom of Great Britain was formed. If the 
Sept. 18, 2014 Scottish referendum had passed, their then-307-year 
marriage would have officially ended in divorce March 24, 2016. But, that’s 
not what happened. As I wrote in my Sept. 24, 2014 column, “Scottish say, 
let’s stay together,” with 85 percent voter turnout, the measure was 


defeated 45 percent Yes to 55 percent No. 


That was far from the end; and Brexit made sure of it. As I wrote in my June 
29, 2016 column, “Break up to make up in UK,” when the results of the 
United Kingdom’s referendum on whether to “Leave” the European Union 


or “Remain” a member came in early June 24, 2016, with voter turnout of 


more than 72 percent, the Leave camp narrowly edged out Remain by a 52 
percent-48 percent margin. In the north, 62 percent of Scottish voters sided 
with Remain. The acrimonious divorce might also end up reuniting Ireland, 


as Northern Ireland also voted 56 percent with Remain. 


“Treland has been partitioned since 1921 into the 26-county Republic and 
the six counties of Northern Ireland,” reported Vincent Boland of the 
Financial Times on Friday. “The border between them was once heavily 
fortified. Since the Good Friday Agreement in 1998 ended the 30 years of 
violence, known as the Troubles, that border has disappeared for all 
practical purposes. Now Brexit threatens to bring it back. When the UK 
leaves, its only land border with an EU member state will be in Ireland. ... 
Enda Kenny, Irish prime minister, has insisted that the UK’s exit agreement 
with the EU include a provision to allow Northern Ireland automatic re- 


admission to the EU in the event of unification.” 


Welsh independence party Plaid Cymru has cited Scotland’s efforts as 
inspiration for its own push. And those aren’t even the only land disputes 


Brexit may have inadvertently triggered. 


“The EU will not back down in its support for Spain’s demands when it 
comes to the Rock of Gibraltar in Brexit negotiations, senior European 
diplomats have said,” reported The Guardian’s Daniel Boffey, Anushka 
Asthana and Jennifer Rankin on Monday. “Early on Sunday, a former 


Conservative leader Michael Howard waded into the row by claiming that 


May would be prepared to go to war to protect the territory as Margaret 


Thatcher once did for the Falklands.” 


At its height in the years right before World War II, the British crown 
claimed dominion over nearly a half-billion subjects — one-fifth of the 
world’s population at the time, the most in history. Between 1946, when 
Jordan gained independence, and 1986, when Australia and New Zealand 
went their own ways, 56 countries have declared their autonomy from the 
UK. Of late, nationalistic movements across the globe like Brexit have 
promised a return to former glory. In fact, it may be Brexit itself that finally 


causes England to finally go it alone at the bottom of Great Britain. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune city editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 


via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 
twitter.com/robaburg. 


